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International Economic and Trade Cooperation

Initiative on Green Mining and Minerals

It is recognized that promoting green transformation and sustainable
development in the field of mineral resources will help promote economic
development, resource conservation and environmental friendliness, and
benefit communities, the public, and the citizenry in a tangible way. The
path to achieving this includes not only the "greening" of the whole
process of responsible mineral resources development, production, use,
recovery and re-use, but also sustainable mining practices that aims to
maximize sustainability throughout a mine’s life cycle, encompassing
practices, technologies, and standards designed to reduce energy use,
emissions, protect water and land to the greatest extents possible whilst
supporting local communities and the trade of mineral products needed
by green and low-carbon industries. This is generally referred to as green
mining and minerals.

Noting that United Nations Agencies and regional cooperation
frameworks, including the African Green Minerals Strategy, have made
positive progress and achieved notable results on energy transition and
green development, recognizing that all parties have different levels of
development and specific conditions, especially developing countries that
are facing varying degrees of challenges such as insufficient funds,
technology, and capacity in the development and utilization of mineral
resources, it is necessary to leverage their respective strengths and
strengthen international economic and trade cooperation on green mining
and minerals.

It is emphasized that cooperation should be open, win-win, fair and
reasonable, adhere to the principle of voluntariness, while ensuring that
relevant cooperation does not conflict with the international obligations
of the participants nor with their respective domestic laws and regulations.
The Initiative supports cooperation through independent, bilateral,
multilateral and collective actions, so as to jointly maintain the principles
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of mutual benefit, fairness and reasonable stability of the global
production and supply chain of green mining and minerals.

On the basis of mutual respect and the willingness, ability and needs
of all parties, we jointly put forward the following principles:

Create an open and secure policy environment

We should strengthen the coordination of trade and environmental
policies, encourage the alignment of development strategies,
harmonization of laws and regulations, and policy communication, learn
from each other's useful experience and good practices, maintain policy
stability, and create an open, stable, transparent, standardized, fair and
predictable policy environment.

Promote green trade liberalization and facilitation

To support green industrialization efforts for all parties and maintain
the stability and smoothness of the green mineral supply chain, we
commit to adhere to development-friendly provisions that comply with
mutually beneficial multilateral trade rules under the WTO, when taking
measures to promote green industrial growth. Industry organizations and
international organizations are encouraged to carry out research on the list
of environmental goods and services such as green minerals.

Better fulfill social responsibilities

We will encourage the government, enterprises, the media, the
public and environmental protection organizations to strengthen
communication, fulfill their green social responsibilities, and create a
good social atmosphere. Industry organizations are encouraged to
improve the level of green mining and mineral cooperation through
developing standards, consulting services, industry self-discipline and
compiling best practices.

Strive to benefit more people

We will promote the construction of an inclusive global green
mining and mineral value chain, encourage and support small and
medium-sized enterprises to participate in green mining value chains and



3

green mineral industrial cooperation, advocate the establishment of
community benefit-sharing mechanisms, safeguard the employment and
sustainable livelihoods of vulnerable groups such as indigenous people
and women, and ensure that no one is left behind.

Deepen technological exchanges and capacity building

We will encourage the strengthening of technology exchange and
sharing, carry out joint training between government, industry and
academia, and carry out joint research through the establishment of R&D
strategic alliances and the co-construction of incubation platforms to
promote green technology innovation. We will strengthen cooperation in
the development of green standards and conformity assessment,
strengthen the protection, application and management of intellectual
property rights, and encourage an innovative market environment.

Strengthen investment and financing cooperation

Support the government, international institutions and the private
sector to build tripartite or multi-party joint financing mechanisms to
guide private capital to green mining and mineral projects. Strategic
bilateral or regional investment promotion and protection agreements or
memorandums of understanding on cooperation are encouraged to ensure
fair treatment and legitimate rights and interests of cross-border
investment in green minerals, and promote sustainable development of
local and regional economies, societies, and the environment.

Deepen cooperation through multilateral frameworks

We will encourage extensive dialogue on international economic and
trade cooperation on green mining and minerals on multilateral occasions
such as the United Nations, WTO, and G20, and welcome intellectual and
technical support from relevant international organizations.


